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MEDICAL ALERT: Asplenic Patient

This patient is asplenic and at risk for potentially fatal, overwhelming infec-
tions. Immediate medical attention is required for fever of 2101°F (38.3°C)
or other signs of serious illness. Suggested management includes:

1. Physical exam, CBC and blood culture.

2. Administration of a long-acting, broad-spectrum parenteral antibiotic
{e.q., ceftriaxone) accompanied by close clinical monitoring while await-
ing blood culture results.

3. Hospitalization and broadening of antimicrobial coverage (e.q., addition
of vancomycin) may be necessary under certain circumstances, such as
the presence of marked leukocytosis, neutropenia, or significant change
from baseline CBC; toxic clinical appearance; fever 2 104°F; meningitis,
pneumonia, or other serious focus of infection; signs of septic shock; or
previous history of serious infection.
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